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SECRETARY OF THEZ &7a
CONNECTICUT

Thank you for writing to me with regard w0 the eligibility of Senator Barack Ohama to run
for the office ¢f Prestdent of the United States of America.

In your Freedem of Information Act (FOIA) Request letier vou have requested the
following: documents that show that Bareck Obama is qualified to be President of the
United States, meluding but not limited to (1) original birth certificate, (2) sroof that he is a
natural born United States citizen, and (3] proof that he was born in Kenya,

This Office has no documents responsive to your FOIA request received by myv office o
Novermber 25, 2008.

As Secretary o¢'the State of Connectient, | do not have the statutory authority W remove a
candidate from the ballot unless that candidate officially withdraws by filing a form with
my office to thi effect. Likewise, neither the Connecticut General Statutes nor the
Cunstitution of 'he State of Connecticw authorizes me to investigate a Presidential
candidate's eligibility to run for the office of President of the United States. Cennecticut
Attorney Generel Richard Blumenthal wsiified und ofTered this legal opinion on tha mattey
at a Connectcut Superior Court hearing in response to a lawsuit filed on November 3 by a
Connecticut resident who challenged the eligibility of Senator (now President-Elect)
Barack Obama o appear in the Connecticut ballot.

On November 5, 2008 Connecticut Stete Supreme Court Chief Justice Chase T. Rogers
cismissed the cuse after hearing testimony from my attornevs and State Attorney General
Richard Blumerihal and the Greenwich resident who filed the action. The plamtitt, Cort
Wrotnowski. al’eged that T chonld not have placed Senator Obama's name on the bellot,
The court was s:tisfied that officiais in Hawali have stated that there is no doubt that the
Lemocratic pre«idential candidate was bom there and that the state's healih department
possesses Senator Obama’s original birth certificate. This is now a matter of public record.

Thank yew{0r vriting. wnd please feel free to call me at (860} 309-6200 if vou wish to
speak with me chout this matter,
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Sincerely, .- .

«Susan Bysiéwic:
‘Secrerary of the State
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